
A Trip to OSD   By Jennifer Ritter, School Counselor 

 
A group of High School students went on a field trip to Ohio School for the Deaf 
to check out a program called 4 Plus. It was a very pleasing trip as they set up 
banners saying, "Welcome St. Rita!!" The staff are friendly and very helpful.  
 
4 Plus is a transition program for high school students who want support 
transitioning from high school life into independent life after high school. 4 Plus 
provides many different kinds of support: employment opportunities training, 
academic learning, daily activity skills, problem-solving, self-advocacy, self 
determination, employment skills, money management, communication skills, 
community awareness, health and home skills, plus other specific skills you want 
to improve on.  
 
4 Plus candidates are Deaf and hard of hearing student living in Ohio, receiving 
educational services on an IEP. The student has to be under 22 years old (the 
student can not continue this program following their 22nd birthday).   Students 
enrolled are students who want extra time to achieve their goals  with the help 
and guidance of a support team.  
 
Some 4 Plus students live off campus in Columbus, Ohio. Some live 
independently in the dorm at Ohio School for the Deaf.  The support team will 
provide hands on help for the students, such as, going with a student to and 
from work; teaching them how to address their needs i.e., using an interpreter 
at doctor office or elsewhere. Also, when living in the dorm, the dorm staff will 
help students learn how to budget by going to the grocery store.  Students shop 
for food and figure out if it is affordable for their budget.  
 
Parents, if you are interested in this program and want more information, go to 
www.Ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/  then click Education, Transition service, then 
4Plus.  
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St. Rita School for the Deaf is taking orders for the 2013-
2014 yearbook. The cost is $20 each. We are accepting 
yearbook orders with cash or a check payable to St. Rita 
School for the Deaf. Please send the payment to school 
with your child. Homeroom teachers will be collecting 
yearbook orders. You can also drop your payment off at 
the front desk.   
Keep an eye out for a letter sent home soon. 

Taking Yearbook Orders Soon  

http://www.ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/
http://www.ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/


Catholic Schools week – By Beth O’Leary 

Catholic Schools Week was held during the week of Jan. 27th-Jan. 
31st.  Many activities were celebrated during the week.  In appreciation 
for the staff and students, on Monday they wore crazy hats.  On Wed. a 
special mass was held to honor Audrey and Tom Ruthman for donating 
money to update the chapel.  The grade school choir performed a special 
song  to thank the Ruthman's for their generosity to St. Rita School.  On 
Thursday, the preschool through high school and the staff received 
doughnuts for breakfast.  On Friday afternoon the entire school went to 
the gym for games and dancing - the older students were paired with 
younger students so they could socialize and learn from one another.  On 
Friday, students brought in canned goods to be given to the Sharonville 
Food Pantry.  We also had a visit from the juggler (Tom Sparough).  He 
involved all of the students in his presentation.  The week was a lot of fun 
for both the staff and students. 
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4- PTO Meeting 

5- ASH Wednesday 

6- L.O.F.T. Muffins with Mom 

9- Daylights Savings Time 

18 – HS ASL mixer (6-8) 

21 – Spirit Day 

27 – L.O.F.T. Donuts with Dad 

28 – No School K-12 Teacher 

Work Day 

31- Start Deaf Awareness 

Week 

 

 

 

4 – St. Rita’s first Deaf 

Variety Show at 7:00pm 

7 – Family Skate $6 

Skatetown USA (6:30pm) 

7-11 – Bookfair 

8 – Open house 10-2:30pm 

18-23 – No School/ Spring Break 

 

 

 

3- Spring Dance/Prom 

5-9 – Teacher Appreciation 

Week 

12 – Golf Outing 

16 – Field Day 

22 – Senior Graduation 

7:00pm 

30 – Last Day of School 

 

 

 

 

   

  

See a nice slideshow of pictures 
from the Jr./Sr. Trip to Gallaudet at 
http://animoto.com/play/i6neVaGWA
41C7y3VCTBzAA 

http://animoto.com/play/i6neVaGWA41C7y3VCTBzAA
http://animoto.com/play/i6neVaGWA41C7y3VCTBzAA
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Career 2 Updates– By Natalie Marsh 

St. Rita's Career II program is making some positive changes.  Maryann Barth has joined the 
team and is working with the students.  The students are currently gearing up for job 
applications and interviews.  They are learning how to fill out required forms for employment 
and interviewing skills that will help them obtain a position.  They had set up a mock 
restaurant in the classroom where they had to ask for an application and fill it out.   They are 
also learning how to contact interpreter agencies and other support services so they can be 
independent.  The students are very excited and have been working very hard.  Great Job 
Career II! 
 

 

 

 

 

A Trip to Cincinnati State – By Annette Cosgrove 

Cincinnati State invited students from grades 3 through 12 from St. Rita to visit on December 
11, 2013.  There was a signed holiday program and a traditional college visit designed to 
show St. Rita students the range of programs and services that Cincinnati State can offer.  The 
holiday portion of the program featured signing choir performances by students and faculty 
from St. Rita and Cincinnati State's interpreter training program, as well as an opportunity for 
the younger students to visit to a signing Santa.  Students were provided with a free lunch, 
thanks to the generosity of Cincinnati State!  The younger students were treated to a 
gingerbread making activity and an explanation of what a Christmas celebration is like in 
Mexico.  For many students, this was their first time at a college campus and it is a memory 
they will cherish for a lifetime.  Richard Miller made a wonderful video of the fun activities 
that can be viewed at: http://animoto.com/play/lXI0RnDE0RAqn0G3zQWIEg 

http://animoto.com/play/lXI0RnDE0RAqn0G3zQWIEg
http://animoto.com/play/lXI0RnDE0RAqn0G3zQWIEg


Everybody Counts - By Beth O’Leary 

 
Everybody Counts is a program that teaches students about different disabilities.  Second 
graders learn about Deafness.  So far this year St. Rita's 2nd grade have visited six different 
schools to answer questions about deafness and teach animal signs, color signs, etc.  The 
program teaches that even though someone may have a disability, they are still special and 
important and have the same feelings and do most of the same things that "normal" 
people do.  Both the hearing and Deaf children benefit from this program.  Our students 
have learned to introduce themselves and have also learned to teach the hearing class 
without being shy or fearful.  The hearing children get to see that the students from St. Rita 
are really the same as them except for the way they communicate.  The following pictures 
are from our visit to Reading Hilltop School last November.   
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Storybook Maker is a $2.99 app by Merge Mobile.  It can be used to design, create and share:  
Short Stories, Picture Books,  Photo Collages, Scrapbooks and  Vacation Albums.  Each page can 
include text, drawings, audio, photos and stickers (Sorry no Videos at this time). You can use this 
book like a journal if you prefer.  Your child can look at a photo you took of an event that happened 
and then can describe it.  This can help with writing skills, develop creativity and boost self-
confidence as they share their ideas with friends and family. Books can be shared in 3 different 
ways: 
1. Publish your book as a PDF Document without animations or audio and email to anyone. 
2. Publish your book as a Multi-Media book and share with a friend that has the Storybook Maker 
App or they can download the FREE Storybook Reader app for a more interactive experience. 
3. Publish your book to our Public Library to share with all users of Storybook Maker everywhere. 
 

  

Tech Corner - By Annette Cosgrove, Speech-Language Pathologist 

 

Story Book Maker 

Skatetown USA Open Family Skate on April 7th from 6:30-8:30.  Total cost 
is $6 including admission and skate rental.  Address: 8730 N. Pavillion, 
West Chester, OH 45069              Hope to see you there!!! 
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  PTO Updates- By Richard Miller 
  

PTO will sponsor a "Muffins for Mom" on Thursday, March 6th from 7:30 to 8:30 am.   
Moms can stop into the cafeteria to enjoy a treat with their son/daughter  
as they drop off their youngsters for preschool.  A letter will be sent home to  
parents involved in this activity. 
Next, PTO will sponsor a "Donuts for Dad" on Thursday, March 27th from 7:30 to 8:30 
am.  Dads can stop into the cafeteria to enjoy a treat with their son/daughter as they drop off 
their youngsters to preschool.  A letter will be sent home to parents involved in this activity.  
 
St Rita will have its annual Open House on Tuesday, April 8th from 10am to 2pm.  PTO will 
have a booth and will be selling Spirit Wear for the event.   
 
PTO will sponsor St Rita's first "School-Wide Spring Formal/Prom" on Saturday, May 3.  More 
details will follow as to specific time, location, cost, and activities.  This will include an 
opportunity for you child (Grades 3rd-H.S.) to be able to dance with a family member and then 
later in the evening, it will become a High School only Prom event. 
 
May 5-9 is Teacher Appreciation Week at St Rita.  PTO will be in charge of supplying morning 
treats for the staff that week.  This will be time to honor the Teachers of St Rita School for all 
their hard work and efforts as they teach and effect the lives of the students here at St Rita.   
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If you weren’t able to attend the program this year, It sure was a wonderful experience.  Richard 
Miller did a great job with help from the PTO . Our seniors are now sporting their new hooded 
sweatshirts that were donated by our PTO!  The PTO also helped with decorating the stage with 
beautiful poinsettias , yummy cookies, collecting supplies for holiday baskets .  The teachers and 
students, once again, put on a marvelous show with a second half that was very spiritual!  You 
made St. Rita School for the Deaf proud.  Thank you!   You can view  a nice video of the event 
created by Richard Miller at: http://animoto.com/play/qjbWxDUCR97P3tyaBVz1yg 
 
 

  2013 Christmas Program – By Annette Cosgrove 

The SRS senior class sweatshirts! 

http://animoto.com/play/qjbWxDUCR97P3tyaBVz1yg
http://animoto.com/play/qjbWxDUCR97P3tyaBVz1yg
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                                           by Eileen Chambers 

I want to share exciting news with you. The 7th graders are taking D.A.R.E. 

classes taught by Evendale Officer, Greg Titgemeyer, along with Lacey 

Perkins, SRSD interpreter, in my classroom at noon till 1 PM. The class is held 

on Thursdays. The students have an opportunity to learn many things about 

D.A.R.E. There will be a D.A.R.E. graduation at the end of the program. Time & 
Date TBA 
 

The Signing Choirs of St Rita have been asked to perform at Cincinnati State Technical 

and Community College on Friday, April 4, at 12:30 in the afternoon for a Naturalization 

Ceremony.  A Federal Judge from the Supreme Court will be present as 100 individuals 

become citizens of the United States.  This is a true honor for our school to have been 

asked to this occasion, and promises to be a day to remember for the students and staff 

attending as most individuals will never have the privilege to witness such an event.   

 

 St Rita will host a Deaf Variety Show on Friday evening, April 4th, at 7 pm.  

 Students and Staff will put on the show along with some "surprise 

 visitors." More details will follow. 

 

May 12th, Marathon Golf Outing for St. Rita School for the Deaf at  

Glenview Golf Course (South and West Course.  There will be  

a personal “3Ball”Scramble, Fantastic Prizes, Win Chances on  

$25,000.00 and an Annual “ShootOut”Contest! 60 holes in 1 day! 
 

Events Coming up – by Richard Miller 

Save the Date – May 3rd 
St. Rita Spring dance/H.S. Prom 

More details to follow… 

“A Night in the 
Orient” 
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Book Fair – by Laura Edwards 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming soon.   It will be held  the week of 

April 7 - 11, 2014.  The theme of the fair is Fiesta!  It will be a barrel of 

fun!  We would love to have your help with the book fair.  In order to 

volunteer at the book fair, background checks and the Virtus initial 

training must be completed.  If you have any questions about the 

background checks and training please contact Angie Frith 

at afrith@srsdeaf.org    If you have already completed  the steps to 

volunteer, please contact Laura Edwards at ledwards@srsdeaf.org  to 

schedule a time to volunteer at the book fair.   

 

 In the Greenhouse– by Richard Miller 

Students in Greenhouse Class presented their "Dinosaur Projects" the week of February 24 - 
28th.  Students in grades 6 through 12 have been working several weeks researching the topic 
of "Dinosaurs" and created a 2 to 5 page type written report along with a poster or model of 
their Dinosaur.  Student "Dinosaurs" are not to be dinosaurs that we KNOW existed, but are 
rather to be their own creations.  The dinosaurs must have a name (based on the classwork we 
did where we investigated "how" real dinosaurs get their names), as well as a description of 
where they lived, what they ate, what they looked like, how they defended themselves, how 
they reproduced, and how it is that they became extinct.   The posters or models were put on 
display and students and staff will judge them for the most creative or well-done work.  Stay 
tuned for the winners! 

Over the next year, in celebration of our 100th anniversary, we are planning on putting teams 
together to walk  and/or run in various events throughout the Greater Cincinnati and Dayton area. 
The first event is coming up on May 10th at the annual Walk4Hearing. The event takes place at Delco 
Park in the Kettering/Dayton area.  More Details to come from Angela Frith and Kim Schlatter… 

mailto:afrith@srsdeaf.org
mailto:ledwards@srsdeaf.org


Sweet Tortilla Snowflakes 
by Eileen Chambers 

 

During HOME EC class, Doug and Stephany read a recipe 

to make sweet tortilla snowflakes. They had to warm up the 

tortillas and cut them to make snowflakes. They lightly 

brushed the tops of the snowflakes with olive oil and baked 

them for few minutes. After baking, they sifted powder 

sugar on the snowflakes while war. They ate them and said, 

“Thesnowflakesweresodelicious”. 

http://www.makeandtakes.com/sweet-and-
crunchy-tortilla-snowflakes 
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Pep Rally 2014 

Winners of the Coloring Competition: 
Aileen O’Keefe (3), Solange Dean (3), 
and Ian Lex (4)  

Molly Henderson drew the winning 
picture for the Pin Competition 

Tim Kelly, Meera Domir and Danielle Ventus battled Brian 
Neal, Tynessia Berry and Kameron Evans! Hot Match! 

Diego Sanchez was our Lion!!! 
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